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MILESTONES

CELEBRATING MINISTERS
AND VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL
THEIR HARD WORK AND
DEDICATION



Ministers who have celebrated

30 years since ordination

Rev Dr Lynette Dungan

Ordained in 1994, Lynette Dungan has spent more than 30 years
in parish ministry, serving at Glen Waverley, Warrandyte, The
Avenue Blackburn and, currently, St John's Elsternwick.
Alongside her congregational ministry, Lynette has long
contributed to the wider Church through spiritual direction,
supervision and teaching. Last year she stepped into a new chapter
of that work, becoming Program Director of the Spiritual
Direction Program at St Francis College, University of Divinity.
Whether guiding a congregation or mentoring a fellow minister,
Lynette brings the same careful, reflective presence, the kind that
comes from someone who has spent a lifetime helping others
discern their own calling.

Rev Ian Ferguson

After a career as a professional dancer, Rev lan Ferguson
answered God's call to ministry, becoming a candidate from
Preston High Street Uniting Church in 1990. Following his studies
and formation, he was ordained on 14 December 1996.
Since then, Ian has served congregations at Montrose, Beaumaris
and Black Rock, Brunswick, and now Glen Waverley Uniting
Church. Across three decades of ministry, he has shared God's
love through preaching, pastoral care and community leadership,
touching the lives of many people along the way. Ian is married to
Beth Shelton, and together they have two children and three
grandchildren.

Rev Ajub Jahja

Rev Ajub Jahja's ministry began as a candidate minister at GKI
Bekasi Timur in Indonesia in 1991, and has since taken him across
three countries. He was ordained and served at GKI Kayu Putih
in Jakarta, then was commissioned to Bukit Batok Presbyterian
Church in Singapore, before joining the Uniting Church in
Australia as a Minister of the Word in 2014.

Alongside his congregational ministry, Ajub has spent much of his
life putting faith into words on the page. He has served as Chief
Editor of the daily Christian reflections Renungan Harian Jogja
and General Director of Lentera Jiwa in Jakarta, worked as a
publishing consultant for BPK Gunung Mulia, and contributed to
numerous newspapers and magazines. He is the author of 49
spiritual and general books.




Rev Han W. Song

Rev Han W. Song's ministry has spanned four continents and more
than three decades. Born and raised in a Christian home in Korea,
he immigrated to the United States in 1978 and was ordained in
1993, going on to serve congregations in Illinois and California
before beginning what would become a defining chapter of his
ministry: nine years as a missionary with OMF International in the
People's Republic of China. He returned to congregational ministry
in the United States, leading churches in California and Oregon,
before moving to Australia in 2017 to become Senior Minister of the
Korean Church of Melbourne, a role he continues in today.Across
Korea, the United States, China and Australia, Han's ministry has
consistently crossed cultures and borders. That intercultural calling,
paired with a commitment to theological leadership, continues to
shape how he leads, teaches and equips others for Christian service.

Rev Sue Withers

An ordained minister of the Uniting Church of Australia, Rev.
Withers completed her Masters in Professional Psychology at
Monash University in 2022 and works as a psychologist. Rev.
Withers is a past Moderator (2003-2006) and has had management
and pastoral leadership roles associated with the Synod (Victoria
and Tasmania) in the Uniting Church of Australia. She was Senior
Chaplain at Methodist Ladies College from 1997-2003 following a
career in secondary teaching.

Ministers who have celebrated
40 years since ordination

Rev Wendy Snook

Before entering ministry, Wendy worked as an exploration geologist with
CRAE, part of the team that helped discover the Argyle Diamond Mine.
Her ministry has taken her across three states. In Western Australia, she
served as a Presbytery chairperson and minister in the Swan Presbytery,

and became the first female ADF chaplain, serving with the RAAF
Special Reserve at Pearce airbase in Perth. Her RAAF uniform is now
held in the Victorian Shrine of Remembrance.

In the ACT/NSW region, she worked as Presbytery Mission Development
Worker for the Canberra Region, engaging with Tongan, Tamil and
Korean congregations, building on earlier cross-cultural experience with

Aboriginal Australian and Indonesian communities.

In Victoria, she has ministered at Cranbourne and St Andrews, Berwick
UCA, working alongside Cook Island and Samoan congregations sharing
the same building. She also designed and helped make the ANZAC
Centenary quilt triptych, along with Rosemary Kreun from CUCA and

five others, a work now also held in the Shrine of Remembrance.




Ministers who have celebrated

50 years since ordination or
commissioning

Rev Dr Antony Floyd

Ordained in 1976, Rev Dr Antony (Tony) Floyd has dedicated five
decades to ministry across Victoria, Tasmania and beyond, serving
congregations including Benalla, Deep Creek, Launceston,
Greater Berwick, Camberwell and the Synod of Victoria, before
becoming the National Director of Multi/Cross-Cultural Ministry
for the Uniting Church Assembly.

Throughout his ministry, Tony has been passionate about mission,
intercultural relationships and building a diverse and welcoming
Church. He has also served in leadership roles across Presbyteries
and mission boards, contributed to partnerships with churches in
China, Indonesia and the United States, and written books and
articles on ministry and mission. Even in retirement, Tony
continues to serve through intentional supply ministry, faithfully
sharing his gifts wherever they are needed.

Rev Graeme Watkinson

Ordained in 1976, Rev Graeme Watkinson has faithfully served
the Uniting Church for five decades across a remarkable range of
ministries. His congregational appointments took him to
Casterton, Melton, and the Westernport Parish, among others,
where he was known as much for his pastoral care as for being a
great storyteller. Graeme went on to serve as an Interchurch Trade
and Industry Mission Chaplain, then spent 20 years as a chaplain
to the police force. He later became a Defence Force Chaplain,
serving 23 years with the Navy based at HMAS Cerberus,
including postings overseas.

Whether in a congregation, a workplace, a police station or on
deployment, Graeme has brought the same steady presence and
encouragement to the people around him. He remains active today
with the RSL and in veterans' affairs, continuing to serve the ex-
service community he came to know so well through his Navy
chaplaincy.




Ministers who have celebrated
60 years since ordination or

commissioning

Rev Deacon Helen Jackson

Ordained as a Deaconess in 1966 and later as a Deacon in 1993,
Helen Jackson has spent a lifetime in ministries built around care
for others, especially the young.
Her early ministry took her to Traralgon, before a series of school
chaplaincies: Clarendon PLC in Ballarat, PLS in Perth, and
Fairbank Anglican School in Melbourne, where she served for
fifteen years. In between, she spent two years with the Australian
Inland Mission in Exmouth. She went on to minister at St James
Anglican Church, Glen Iris, before retiring from ordained ministry
in 1998.
Alongside all of this, Helen gave 32 years as a supervisor at Wesley
Grange, offering steady care and encouragement to the many
people who passed through her hands.

Ministers who have celebrated
65 years since ordination or
commissioning

Rev Peter Aumann

Rev Peter Aumann has given more than 65 years to ministry,
beginning with his ordination in 1960 at Mirboo North and
continuing through Dandenong North, Werribee, Brighton Parish,
Williamstown and Pascoe Vale.

Peter's ministry has always centred on worship, particularly on
Communion, which he has described as the heart of the church's
life, drawing on traditions from the Book of Common Order to the
Orthodox and Latin rites. That grounding in liturgy shaped
decades of service as Presbytery Worship Convenor, alongside
leadership roles through the formation of the Uniting Church,
time as an Air Force Chaplain, and years as Secretary of the

Church Service Society.

Retirement in 1998 didn't slow Peter down. He went on to serve in
supply ministry at Altona, Finley, Cheltenham, Ewing Memorial,
East Malvern, Sunraysia and Warrnambool, and remains a long-

time volunteer with the Uniting Church Archives.




Rev Deacon Margaret Black

Ordained as a Deaconess in 1961 and later as a Deacon in 1993,
Margaret Black was one of the early women in ordained ministry
in Victoria, helping pave the way for the generations of women
who followed her into ministry.

Across congregations in Reservoir, Huntingdale and Horsham,
Margaret's ministry consistently reached beyond the walls of the
church, leading worship, taking Communion to hospitals, nursing
homes and rural outstations, and offering pastoral care to people
wherever they were. During her three years in Horsham alone, she
conducted around 60 services, including funerals and community
occasions, often for people with little or no connection to the
Church.

Margaret's ministry has been a quiet but persistent witness:
showing up, again and again, for people the church might
otherwise never have reached.

Ministers who have celebrated
70 years since ordination

Rev Andrew Hope

Andrew Hope was ordained on 11 May 1956 at Sale Presbyterian

Church, where he spent his first year in ministry as assistant to the

minister. What followed was nearly four decades of parish ministry
across Victoria: St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Stratford
(1957-1962); St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Mornington

(1962-1969); The Avenue Presbyterian Church, Blackburn (1969-
1981); Ashburton Uniting Church (1981-1989); and Warragul

Uniting Church (1989-1994).

Retirement in 1994 was far from the end of Andrew's ministry. He
went on to serve in supply roles in the Presbytery of Burke and
two congregations, and has continued to share his gifts across the
Anglican, Baptist and Uniting Churches in the years since.

70 years after his ordination, Andrew's ministry is still a living
witness to a life spent in service of the Gospel, wherever he has
been needed.
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Tributes

To those who have celebrated over 20 years of
dedicated service to the church

Springvale

Llyn Howden

For 30 years, Llyn has been a steady presence at Springvale
congregation. As an Elder, Church Council member and Op Shop
Coordinator, she has poured her time and gifts into both the life of

the church and the wider community it serves.
Springvale has been fortunate to have Llyn quietly doing that
work, year after year, since 1996.

Jean Taylor

Since 2002, Jean Taylor has been a dedicated member of the
Springvale congregation. Through her service as an Elder and
Chairperson of Church Council, she has provided steady
leadership and guidance that has helped strengthen the life and
ministry of the congregation for well over two decades.




Chinta Kandasamy

Since 2003, Chinta has faithfully served the Springvale
congregation as an Elder and Church Council member. Her
ongoing commitment and willingness to serve have been a valued
contribution to the church community over many years.

Pat Short

Pat has faithfully led the Sunday School at Springvale since 2004,
helping to nurture and encourage children in their faith. Her
dedication to sharing God's love with the next generation has been
a lasting blessing to the congregation.

Seaford

Beverley A. Boys

Bev has been a mainstay of the Seaford UC Congregation for over
30 years, starting as a Sunday school teacher in 1994, a church
elder since 1998, and Secretary of the Church Council since 1999.
Bev has extended her skills and gifts by becoming a worship leader
in 2018, and being authorised to preside during Sacraments in
2025. Her Pastoral Care is amazing, caring for members of the
congregation who are unwell, and every Sunday she provides
transport for elderly members can no longer get to church under
their own steam.




Anne M. Gill

Anne has been a church elder since February 2001, chairperson of
church council since January 2013 and Presbytery representative
from March 2012 till February 2026. Anne has helped plan the
carol’s service for the past 5 years. A case of buy one get one free,
wherever Anne is involved Allan is there as well, both have been
great help to the Seaford team.

Allan L. Gill

Allan has been a church elder since 2016 until February 2026 and
a Presbytery rep from March 2012 till February 2026. Allan has
often guided the singing at Seaford and often used to sing solos

supporting the service. Has been an important member of the
Seaford Church community.

Estelle DeBeer

Estelle has been a very important part of the Seaford UC community for over 20
years. She is the Church Treasurer and Head of Property and Finance committee.
Maintains church finances and liaises with contractors attending church facilities
ensuring facilities are in very good condition. Organises and set ups for morning tea
after weekly church services. Sets up monthly food for others collections for prayer
prior to distribution. As an Elder since 2007, she has embraced Pastoral Care and
continues to follow up and maintain contact with various congregation members
who are unwell.



Korean Church of Melbounre

Jungsook Yoon

Mrs Jungsook Noh joined KCM in 1981 after migrating to
Melbourne from Korea with her family. An accomplished violinist
at the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, she began serving as
KCM'’s Sunday worship choir conductor and manager in 1986,
roles she held for more than 40 years before retiring recently. She
also served for over 35 years as a Kwonsa, a female elder-
equivalent in Korean congregations. She is a highly respected
member of KCM.

Kyungsook Moon

Mrs Kyungsook Moon is one of the six founding members of the
Korean Church of Melbourne (KCM), established in 1973, and
has served the church for 53 years. She is a Kwonsa, a female
elder-equivalent in a Korean congregation, and has held many key
roles, including Bible study cell leader and women’s missionary
group leader. Most notably, she has been a member of the Sunday
worship choir for more than 45 years and continues to serve
actively. An accomplished Alto vocalist, she led the Alto section at
the choir for many years and is a highly respected member of
KCM.

Elizabeth Stamp

Elizabeth has been a member of St Leonard’s Church since the
1968 when she was married at St Leonard’s, making 50+years of
loyal service.She has been an Elder and member of the Parish
Council. She was an active member of the Parents
Action Group when her children were growing up-organising
Progressive dinners, catering for the fete, and family camps.
Elizabeth has sung in the choir for many years and was a member
of theTennis Club for 10 years.Her current contributions as a
Welcomer, organising Morning Tea after Church each Sunday, as
well as the monthly“Seekers”group meetings, are just a few of the
ways she has contributed to St Leonard’s




Alison (Sal) Joyce

Sal’s father, Bill, was the organist at St Leonard’s from1937-1992
and Sal recalls joining him in the choir stalls from an early age.
After attending Sunday School, she became a Sunday
Schoolteacher and was married in the church-as were her parents
and daughter. For many years, she produced the weekly pew sheet
and now helps serveMorning Tea.As well as continuing sharing
her music by stepping in to play the piano, and occasionally the
organ, for service sand Outreach meetings, Sal currently leads and
plays the piano for the Mayflower Singers, a group of
congregational members who regularly sing hymns with the
residents of Mayflower Aged Care

The Village Church, Mt Eliza

Ann Margaret Connan
AM

Ann Margaret Connan OAM has devoted a lifetime to serving the
Church and community through children's ministry, mission and
leadership. From her work in Tonga establishing programs for
young people and children with disabilities, to decades of leading
KUCA, Kids' Church and Religious Education in Australia, Ann
has faithfully nurtured generations of young people in their faith.
Her service has also extended across the wider Uniting Church
through leadership roles at state, national and international levels,
including serving as President of the World Federation of
Methodist and Uniting Church Women. In recognition of her
outstanding contribution, Ann was awarded the Medal of the
Order of Australia (OAM) in 2019. We give thanks for her
remarkable lifetime of faithful service and enduring impact on the
Church.




Western Port Parish

Max Burley

Max has faithfully served the church for many years, beginning at
Glen Waverley Uniting Church where he volunteered with Sunday
School, youth ministry and the Men's Fellowship. As an Elder at
Balnarring, he also preached and led within the congregation.
Together with Val, Max played a key role in establishing the Crib
Point Op Shop, creating a ministry that continues to support
people in need throughout the local community.

Val Burley

Val has dedicated many years of faithful service to the life of the
church, beginning at Glen Waverley Uniting Church where she
volunteered with Sunday School, youth ministry and the Women's
Fellowship. Alongside Max, she was instrumental in establishing
the Crib Point Op Shop, helping create a welcoming ministry that
serves and supports those in need. Her commitment to the church
and wider community has been a lasting blessing.

Margaret Sutherland

Margaret has been a faithful and long-serving member of the
Balnarring congregation, known for her quiet dedication,
compassionate pastoral care and unwavering prayerful support.
Over many years, she has faithfully encouraged and cared for
countless people within the church community. A committed
member of the Fellowship Group for many years, Margaret has
remained actively involved in the life of the church, continuing to
attend worship and contribute wherever she can.



Graeme Summers

Graeme has faithfully served the Balnarring congregation through
his willingness to help wherever needed. From maintaining the
church property and assisting with the Op Shop to managing hall
bookings and leading worship services, his quiet dedication has
been a constant blessing to the life of the parish. His servant-
hearted approach continues to strengthen and support the church
community.

Sandra Summers

Sandra has generously shared her gifts in the life of the Balnarring
congregation for many years. She faithfully coordinates morning
tea after worship, volunteers at the Op Shop, and, alongside
Graeme, helped run the much-loved Fellowship Lunches that
brought people from the community together. Her warm
hospitality and ongoing commitment have helped make the church
a welcoming place for all.

John McKenzie

John has faithfully served the Balnarring congregation and the
Western Port Parish for many years. As Parish Treasurer, he
generously shared his time and expertise, while also playing a

significant role in the renovation of the Balnarring Church Hall.
His quiet dedication and practical service have been a valued
blessing to the life of the church.



Elizabeth McKenzie

Elizabeth has been a long-serving and faithful member of the
Balnarring congregation, contributing generously to the life of the
church through her involvement in the Fellowship Group over
many years. Alongside her commitment to numerous parish
activities, she has helped foster a strong sense of community and
fellowship within the congregation. We give thanks for her years of
faithful service and dedication to the Western Port Parish.

Bob Graham

Bob has been a faithful member of the Hastings congregation for
many years, generously sharing his time and practical skills in
countless ways. Affectionately known as "Mr Fixit," he has helped
maintain and repair church property while actively supporting the
life and activities of the congregation. Bob is also well known for
his dedicated service through the Western Port Seafarers Mission,
faithfully caring for others over many years.

Lynn Graham

Lynn has faithfully served both the Hastings congregation and the
wider church for many years. For more than 25 years, she
represented the Western Port Parish through her involvement in
Presbytery gatherings, while also playing a significant role in the
Western Port Seafarers Mission alongside Bob. Her commitment,
compassion and faithful service have been a lasting blessing to
both the church and the broader community.




Collin Watt

Colin faithfully serves the parish in a number of important
leadership roles, including as an Elder and Parish Secretary. He
generously gives countless hours to the life of the church,
overseeing the Op Shop Committee and coordinating the monthly
volunteer rosters with dedication and care. More recently, Colin
has also taken on leading worship services and became a
Communion Presider after completing the Presbytery's
Sacraments Course. His humble leadership, faithful service and
willingness to support the parish in so many ways have been a
tremendous blessing to the church community.

Thank you

and
Congratulations!!

On behalf of everyone across the Port Phillip East Presbytery, we extend our heartfelt thanks to each
minister and volunteer recognised this year.

Your faithful service, often offered quietly and without expectation of recognition, has helped shape
our congregations and strengthen our communities. Through countless hours of ministry,
leadership, encouragement and care, you have reflected Christ's love in practical and lasting ways.

Your commitment has not only blessed those you have served but has also inspired others to
discover and use their own gifts in God's service. The seeds you have planted through your
faithfulness continue to bear fruit, reminding us that every act of love, no matter how small, can
make a lasting difference in God's Kingdom.

Thank you for answering God's call with humility, generosity and perseverance. We give thanks and
celebrate all that you have contributed, and pray that God will continue to strengthen and
encourage you in the journey ahead.



PORT PHILLIP EAST
PRESBYTERY STAFF

1 Allan Street, Noble Park VIC 3174
www.ucappep.org
secretary@ucappep.org ¢ (03) 9558 4710

PRESBYTERY MINISTER -
TEAM LEADER

Rev Jay Robinson
t: 0410 465 836
e: pm-tl@ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY MINISTER -
PASTORAL CARE

Rev Anneke Oppewal
t: 0437 298 454
e: pm-pastoral@ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY MINISTER-
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT

Rev Robin Yang
t: 0416 190 723
e: pm-cd@ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY SECRETARY
Anne Kim

(Tuesday - Thursday)

t: 0438181812

e: secretary@ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY
COMMUNICATIONS

Lukas Harry
e: comms-officer@ucappep.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY CHAIR

David Higham
t: 0405 435 644
e: chair@ucappep.org

PRESBYTERY TREASURER

Jeff Gardner
t: 0419 886 659
e: treasurer@ppe.victas.uca.org.au

Newsbeat edited by Lukas Harry

i AT e =
ew Hope sharing a
short devotion at the
Ministry Milestone service



https://ucappep.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e8f27b32523221ded6bfe2d6&id=d395fc0974&e=46c2a929cd
https://ucappep.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e8f27b32523221ded6bfe2d6&id=22649be156&e=46c2a929cd
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