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PRESBYTERY OF  

PORT PHILLIP EAST 

Minutes of Presbytery Meeting  
Wednesday November 17, 2021 
7.30 pm – 12.30 pm On Zoom  

 
There were 103 attendees including 67 members and 36 

visitors with 8 apologies. 

1. Welcome and acknowledgment of country 

The Chairperson, Tom Spurling, welcomed the Presbytery members and the visitors 

noting particularly those from So Mang Church, Melbourne Methodist Church in 

Zimbabwe and St Andrew’s Gardiner UC to the meeting.  

Tom acknowledged that members meet on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri and 

Bunurong peoples of the Kulin Nation, respect the custodianship of those first peoples, 

their unceded sovereignty, and honour their elders, past and present. 

2. Worship  

The worship began with a music video, ‘All of this is us’ by Uniting Creative in New South 

Wales. This was the tag line used in the celebration of Uniting Church’s 40 th anniversary 

in 2017. It was followed by a Bible reading, Matthew 2: 1-12, in Shona language (one of 

the official languages in Zimbabwe) by Evelyn Mavodza, a member of Melbourne 

Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. The Bible reading was displayed in Shona, English, 

Korean and Indonesian.  

Sam Joo, minister at Uniting By The Bay, reflected on this reading. He shared that the 

Bible passage was relevant to our season as Advent is approaching. The birth of Jesus 

was predicted by the wise men who had been studying writings and records that had 

inspired them to commit to travelling. This not only spoke to the fact of God’s design, 

pre-ordained nature of God’s salvation, but it also encouraged us to know that it was not 

a hidden mystery for those who had the skills and passions to seek it. Even though the 

magi didn’t appear again in the scriptures, they had their dedication. They put their 

wisdom together and found out that a king was coming. A king worthy of their travel and 

gifts. Thus, it turned our eyes from the pages of the scriptures to ourselves and our own 

journey. 

We do not know when and where the promise of Jesus’ return is sure as anything in the 

history’s page. Sam asked the questions; Am I on this journey where I wait for what has 

been told to us many years ago? Who are you on this journey with? He reflected these 

questions with his recent placement at Uniting by the Bay as his journey with the 

congregation and the Presbytery was deeply appreciated. His last reflection on the 

scripture looked to the future: how do we share this journey with the next generation of 

believers? How will our story, our Presbytery’s story, our church’s story and our own 

story be told to the next? As we are still on a journey?  Let others help you stand up 

again and journey on. As the Scripture and as His Spirit would guide us, let us journey 

together. 

Anneke Oppewal, Presbytery Minister, led the Presbytery in prayer. 
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3. Approval of Agenda and Consent agenda  

All of the decisions for the meeting were made using an online poll. It was resolved by 

consensus to approve the Consent Agenda which included 1) minutes of Presbytery 

Meeting August 21, 2021, 2) the apologies, 3) the Standing Committee report, 4) the 

Presbytery Ministry team report, 5) Port Phillip East Presbytery Budget 2022, 6) Faith 

Communities Proposal, 7) Journey of Listening and Discovery paper, 8) Mission 

Catalysts Project report, 9) Regional Placements Discussion paper. 

4. Recognition of new Faith Communities 

Duncan Macleod provided a brief explanation about the Uniting Church’s approach to 

Faith Communities, with background information about the two new Faith Communities, 

So Mang Church and Melbourne Methodist Church in Zimbabwe and their application 

process. The Faith Community was introduced as a framework by Uniting Church for the 

purpose of encouraging flexibility around church planting. There had been newly formed 

groups that were not ready to sustain the responsibilities of a full congregation but 

wanted to join the Uniting Church. As a result of this process, the Assembly established 

flexible regulations for the establishment of a Faith Community as a way of beginning 

new groups or welcoming people from outside of UCA. In some cases, congregations 

were now transitioning from congregation to faith community. 

A Presbytery may recognise as a Faith Community a grouping of people who;  

I. are seeking to explore the implications of faith in God, gathering in order to serve 

the community and/or nurturing one another in faith; or  

II. are worshiping together and seeking to relate to the Church for nurture and 

support, and  

III. apply to the Presbytery to be recognised as a Faith Community.  

A Faith Community  

I. may include confirmed members of the Church who hold their membership in a 

Congregation or who have their membership recorded with the Presbytery.  

II. will order its life, under the oversight of the Presbytery, so as to encourage its 

participants, develop its mission, and be accountable for its resources, and may 

seek the guidance of a Presbytery about possible ways to do so. 

III. may appoint leaders from its participants and may designate a participant to 

attend meetings of the Presbytery.  

IV. may apply to Presbytery to be recognised as a Congregation. A Presbytery may 

request a Faith Community to make such an application.  

A Presbytery may cease to recognise a Faith Community.  

Pastoral Relations Committee Chair James Douglas introduced the Presbytery to Evelyn 

Mavodza (Melbourne Methodist Church in Zimbabwe) and Sarah Back (So Mang 

Church) and invited them to speak about their journey to become a Faith Communities. 

The members participated in the poll on the two proposals:  

• Proposal: That Port Phillip East Presbytery recognise the Melbourne Methodist 

Church in Zimbabwe as a Faith Community in the Uniting Church in Australia  

• Proposal: That Port Phillip East Presbytery recognise So Mang Church as a 

Faith Community in the Uniting Church in Australia.  

Tom announced the proposals were approved by consensus. 
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5. Recognition of Tracie Mulia   

Jay Robinson, the convenor of the Presbytery’s Ministry of Pastor Team reminded the 

Presbytery about the process for recognising lay ministry agents as serving in the 

Ministry of Pastor. 

Fiona Winn, the acting Deputy Chair of Standing Committee, conducted a service of 

recognition for Tracie as serving in the Ministry of Pastor at St Andrews Gardiner Uniting 

Church.  

The Presbytery blessed Tracie with the song “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” sung 
by Mario Kusuma and accompanied by Belen Kurnia, members of St Andrews Gardiner 
Uniting Church. 

Tom declared that Presbytery recognised Tracie Mulia as serving in the Ministry of 
Pastor at St Andrews Gardiner Uniting Church.  

6. Presbytery Budget 2022 

Jeff presented the budget for 2022.  

The Presbytery’s major income streams are  

• a block grant from Synod to help support operations,  

• Presbytery Additional Resources Innovative Project Funds (PARIPF) Grant which 

are 5 year grant covers 50% of PM Pastoral stipend and interest income, interest 

from Uethical and Presbytery Pooled Funds and anticipated MFM fund, and  

• Property income (manse and Gardiner PreSchool rent) 

Jeff noted that processes around the sale of both the Dandenong North site and 

Gardiner PreSchool is now underway, with the proceeds to be invested in the Money for 

Mission program. This will allow steady income stream which will help us in future years. 

Therefore, from 2023 and beyond, this should enable us to eliminate any deficits as well 

as along further development of the mission support side of Presbytery activities. 

The Presbytery major expenses fell into major categories of  

• Ongoing staffing costs 

• Development and support costs 

• Office operational costs 

• Property costs 

It was noted that the development and support expense area had expanded over the last 

several years and would continue to be a focus for in coming years. The portion of a 

Regional Placement and the Leadership and Development costs being proposed in the 

2022 budget are examples of this focus. It was also confirmed that the stipend for the 2.5 

Presbytery ministers were covered by Synod which didn’t appear in the Presbytery’s 

books, meaning that Presbytery only covers 0.5 PM’s stipend. 

It was resolved by consensus that Port Phillip East Presbytery approve the budget for 

2022. 
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7. Mission and Leadership in 2022 

Kelly Skilton presented the journey of the Mission and Leadership Development 

Committee throughout the year. She briefly explained the major steps toward the areas 

of focus for the MLDC in 2021 such as plans towards networking our leadership across 

the Presbytery, clarifying lay leadership development priorities, identifying and 

developing mission strategies across the Presbytery and setting up people and teams to 

start their work.  

Craig Mitchell introduced the projects that the Standing Committee had endorsed for 

2022.  

• Mission Catalysts – seeking and supporting people gifted and called to foster new 

communities of faith 

• Listening to First Peoples – learning about and building relationships with First 

Peoples in our area in response to the first Presbytery meeting earlier this year. 

• Regional Placements – creating some regional ministry teams to serve 

congregations in collaboration. 

Small Group Discussion 

The members were invited to the conversation about the three projects and encouraged 

to choose their preferable breakout rooms to discuss based on the questions: 

I. What interests you about this project? 

II. What are some hopes that you have for this project?  

III. What questions or ideas would you like to offer as we plan ahead?  

Tom thanked Craig and Kelly for organizing the session for the Presbytery. Notes from 

the discussions would be considered by the Mission Leadership Development 

Committee. 

8. Closing Reflection and Blessing 

Semisi Tauali’i, Minister at Mt Waverley Unite Uniting Church, delivered a final reflection 

on the mission of the church. 

The blessing, “For those who have far to travel” by Jan Richardson, was delivered by 

Craig, Evelyn, Sam, Anneke, Sarah, Duncan, Tracie and Anne.   

Tom concluded the meeting at 9.30 pm with a benediction. 


